
 The Title for Vinuales after a suspenseful final 

The 2011 edition of the CIK-FIA European Superkart Championship ended in a grand finale at Assen 
in front of a several tens of thousands of spectators and thanks to a Hitchcock-like suspense for the 
designation of the Champion. 

Prior to this final Dutch round, after Magny-Cours (FRA) and Most (CZE), there were still three Drivers 
who could claim the European crown: France’s Emmanuel Vinualès, Britain’s Gavin Bennett and, lying 
in ambush, the German Daniel Hentschel. The first two did not give a chance to the latter and the 
Assen event came down to a long and breath-taking Franco-British trial of strength. Right from 
practice, their duel held spellbound the whole public until the end of the second race, which both 
Drivers started strictly on equal points! 

Emmanuel Vinuales constantly proved quicker and achieved the fastest lap time in practice... ahead of 
his rival. But as he has already landed three European titles Bennett is almost an old hand in 
Superkart and so remained a threat for the young Frenchman (26 years old). As a matter of fact, 
Bennett covered the first laps of Race 1 in the lead, but a faster Vinualès took control on the fourth lap. 
He won Race 1, ahead of Bennett, but because the least good result of the season is not counted, 
Bennett made a great recovery in the Championship thanks to his second place, so much so that there 
was a perfect draw and both he and Vinuales had 86 points just before the last race, the public 
therefore being in for a thrilling final. And as if it was necessary to increase the pressure further, a 
shower fell on the TT-Circuit of Assen just before the start of Race 2, although there was no need to 
replace the slicks by grooved tyres. Unlike Vinuales, Bennett took a good start but this initial 
advantage nonetheless proved insufficient for Bennett, unable to hold the Frenchman in check. Even 
though he had to make two attempts, Vinualès overtook Bennett before mid-race and flew away to a 
victory which meant he had clinched the title. The 26 year-old European Champion is one of the 
youngest ones in the discipline. 

While the Vinualès-Bennett duel monopolised everyone’s attention, one must note the third places of 
Germany’ Peter Elkmann (Race 1) and John Riley (Race 2), as well as the good performance of the 
2011 “rookies”, the Dane Henrik Lilja (5th in Race 1 and 4th in Race 2) and the Frenchman Laurent 
Marchandise who was poorly rewarded for his undeniable faculties of adaptation and speed by his 
equipment. 

 


